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St. Augustine, Fla. (August, 2007) – Sun and fun with a unique dose of history have made St. Augustine, Ponte Vedra & The Beaches one of Florida’s most popular tourist destinations.  In fact, the Miami Herald’s readers recently selected St. Augustine as one of the state’s Seven Wonders.  The irresistible blend of some of Florida’s most beautiful beaches, historical landmarks of America’s first city, world-class golf and tennis facilities, award-winning spas (including the first PGA spa, LaTerra), a diverse mixture of unique dining experiences, year-round coastal and deep-sea fishing and a multitude of one-of-a-kind attractions and tours has created a visitor experience unlike anything else in the Sunshine State.

Situated on the northeastern Atlantic Coast of Florida, St. Augustine has kept a bygone era suspended in time.  The city exudes a playful allure that blends Old and New World influences in a compelling and refreshing mixture of history, romance, youthful exuberance and Southern charm.

Step Back In Time

A visit to St. Augustine is an adventure with traces of yesteryear depicted by authentically-attired re-enactors and Spanish colonial craftsmen.  Knowledgeable tour guides lead visitors through the centuries via horse and carriages, trolleys and trains, Matanzas Bay cruises and walking tours.  These tours provide historically accurate information accented by anecdotes and tales that are a colorful part of the city’s history. Plus, nightly ghost tours offer an intriguing and amusing look at the ancient city by moonlight,
Historical characters of the past, with legacies that endure in St. Augustine, include Ponce de Leon, whose spirited search for the legendary Fountain of Youth still captures the imagination; renowned Spanish admiral Pedro Menendez de Avilés, who founded the city more than 440 years ago; and Henry Flagler, the Father of Florida Tourism and the man who, in the late 1880s, transformed St. Augustine into one of the world’s most exclusive destinations..

The architecture of St. Augustine provides a cross section of life spanning nearly five centuries of Americana.  Architectural styles in St. Augustine range from the simplicity of coquina rock and tabby cottages along ancient brick lanes to the magnificence of late 19th-century structures capped by towers, turrets and red clay roofs.
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There are over 60 historic sites and attractions, including a massive fort, missions and living history museums.  Two national monuments reflect the prevalent Spanish heritage, including the impregnable Castillo de San Marcos (built 1672-1695), the nation’s oldest masonry fortress with Spanish soldier re-enactors firing cannons and, south of St. Augustine, and the mysterious, brooding Fort Matanzas (1742) reachable only by a ferry operated by the National Park Service.

St. Augustine was founded in 1565, 42 years before the English colonized Jamestown and 55 years before the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock.  It is the oldest, continuously occupied European settlement in the continental United States.  Near the end of the 19th century, oil magnate Henry Flagler envisioned St. Augustine as “America’s Riviera” and initiated a golden renaissance that added exciting new architectural and recreational features that turned the slumbering town into one of Florida’s earliest resort locations.

Some of the discoveries visitors can make in St. Augustine are the peaceful gardens of the legendary Fountain of Youth Archaeological Park (1903), said to be Ponce de Leon’s eternal spring; the quaint and picturesque Mission of Nombre de Dios (1565), which was the site of the beginning of Christianity in the United States; and the City Gate (1808) now a symbolic entryway into the city.

St. Augustine has four nationally-designated historic districts encompassing 144 square blocks and containing hundreds of homes and buildings.  Within the historic districts are 35 individual buildings listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

The heart of St. Augustine can be found in the 11 pedestrian-only blocks of St. George Street, lined by 18th-century Spanish Colonial houses that are now historic landmarks and dotted with boutiques laden with arts and antiques.  Within the restored area lies the Colonial Spanish Quarter, a living history museum featuring settlers clad in 1740s-style britches and bonnets busy blacksmithing, spinning and woodworking and soldiers who tell of life long ago.

St. Augustine is home to some of the oldest original structures and sites in the United States, including The Oldest House (1704), the Llambias House (1750), the Pena-Peck House (1750) and the Tovar House (1763).

Just a few miles up the beach from St. Augustine is Ponte Vedra – a community whose current identity stretches back only to the 1920s, but whose ancestry is far older.  While part of the Spanish Empire for nearly 250 years, it was the home of several large haciendas and missions that were closely associated with St. Augustine.  In fact, the name “Ponte Vedra” comes from the Pontevedra region of Spain’s northwestern coast. During the British occupation (1763-1784), rice and indigo plantations were established here. It remained a sparsely populated coastal area until it was discovered that the sands contained mineral elements needed to support the Allies in the First World War.  When the mining operations ended with the Armistice, the area’s main attraction became the Ponte Vedra Inn and Club – one of the South’s favorite coastal resorts.  During the Second World War, new attention was focused on Ponte Vedra when it was discovered that a German submarine had dropped off a team of saboteurs just south of the Inn and Club.  Today, the haciendas and plantations have been replaced by luxury homes, resorts and outstanding golf courses. The Ponte Vedra Inn and Club, along with the renowned Sawgrass Marriott Resort and Spa, continue to rank among the Nation’s top resorts in terms of their facilities, amenities and service to their guests. 
Magnificent Art

Architectural masterpieces with accents of terra cotta are found in what was the original Ponce de Leon Hotel (now Flagler College), a  Henry Flagler creation built for what was, in 1888, an outrageous $2 million with Tiffany stained glass, gold-leafed Maynard murals and electricity by Thomas Edison.  Other admirable architectural feats include the Venetian Renaissance Revival Memorial Presbyterian Church and the magnificent Bridge of Lions, resplendent with namesake beasts carved of Carrara marble, now stored for safekeeping while the bridge undergoes a total restoration scheduled for completion in 2009.
Ornate collections from the past are showcased in the Lightner Museum, including one of the world’s most impressive cut-glass displays.   Visitors may also experience the city’s many art galleries and the diverse works of talented local artists.  The First Friday or each month features an extremely popular art walk event when the galleries open their doors to display their latest exhibits. The Cultural Center at Ponte Vedra Beach schedules exhibit openings complete with receptions that allow art lovers to meet personally with some of the region’s best artists.  Popular art festivals are held throughout the year in both St. Augustine and Ponte Vedra.
Fun For All Ages

The many attractions of St. Augustine offer unique visitor experiences ranging from America’s first alligator farm and zoological park to the world’s original oceanarium.

Family favorites include the St. Augustine Alligator Farm Zoological Park (1893) -- the only facility in the world housing every species of crocodilian and a place where educational presentations both entertain and enlighten visitors of all ages.  Just across the street, visitors can climb 219 steps to the top of the magnificent St. Augustine Lighthouse for an inspiring view or have a hands-on experience of what life was like for a light keeper and his family.   Attractions accenting the unusual are on display at the original Ripley’s Believe It or Not! Museum featuring artifacts from the Robert Ripley collection.  Potter’s Wax Museum, showcases incredibly lifelike re-creations of historical figures, presidents and motion picture stars

Approximately 15 miles south of the city and listed on the National Register of Historic Places, Marineland has recently been transformed into the Marineland Dolphin Conservation Center.  This totally new facility has become one of the world’s premier facilities for human interaction with dolphins and other marine life.
Beautiful Beaches

The many beaches of the area include St. Augustine Beach, Ponte Vedra Beach, Crescent Beach, Butler Beach and Vilano Beach.  Just across the historic Bridge of Lions from St. Augustine lie the beaches of Anastasia Island, where sabal palms and sea oats grow wild on 20-foot-high dunes.  The 13 miles of unspoiled, sandy beaches on Anastasia Island provide a pleasant and unexpected surprise for visitors -- a 35-feet limitation on the height of structures insures ocean vistas not commonly found in Florida. On the opposite shore of St. Augustine Inlet, some of Florida’s highest dunes tower over the coquina sand beaches of Vilano and Ponte Vedra  -- beaches that are internationally-acclaimed for the shark teeth found there and for hosting major skim boarding and surfing competitions.   

The natural attractions of St. Augustine, Ponte Vedra & The Beaches are accented by two state parks and a national estuarine research reserve.  Anastasia State Park on Anastasia Island, is a 1,700-acre bird sanctuary with five miles of beach, lagoon waterways, wildlife and sweeping sand dunes to explore. Faver-Dykes State Park, on the southern tip of St. Johns County, is a 752-acre forest that provides a home  for endangered bald eagles and wood storks, and boasts trails and camping along meandering marshes. Guana-Tolomato-Matanzas National Estuarine Research Reserve in nearby Ponte Vedra Beach is a pristine 2,200-acre preserve with a five-mile coastal strand, an ancient Spanish well and 2,000-year-old Indian shell bluffs. Its magnificent Environmental Education Center provides visitors with an opportunity to learn about local marine creatures – including the endangered northern right whale, the rarest of all whales.  
Beyond the water’s edge, the waves are sprinkled with water enthusiasts surfing, boogie boarding, ocean kayaking and windsurfing.  Farther out, charter boats and private yachts carry deep-sea anglers to marlin, kingfish, sailfish, dolphin and wahoo.  Surf and jetty casters bring in drum, bluefish, redfish and Spanish mackerel.

Three piers, including the Lighthouse Pier, the Vilano Beach Pier and the St. Johns County Pier (St. Augustine Beach), lure fishermen with bountiful catches of sheepshead, flounder and drum.  Ten boat launches provide easy access to waterways.

Straight-from-the-docks, incredibly fresh seafood is served in dozens of eateries on the beaches of Anastasia Island and in St. Augustine.  The area’s strong Minorcan heritage inspires spicy dishes and savory specialties, such as pilau and sauces from the datil pepper, a red-hot local condiment indigenous to the area.

World-Class Golf

Ponte Vedra Beach, just 20 minutes north of St. Augustine on coastal Highway A1A, is Florida’s playground of classic resorts and spas, world-famous fairways, world-acclaimed tennis and miles of ivory, shell-sprinkled shores and towering dunes.  As the prestigious home of the PGA TOUR® Headquarters and the ATP Tour® International Headquarters, Ponte Vedra Beach is also the address of the Tournament Players Club (TPC) Sawgrass known for its famous island hole and as the host of the annual THE PLAYERS Championship tourney.

Golf takes center stage at World Golf Village, located only eight miles northwest of St. Augustine.  Here, the World Golf Hall of Fame presents golf’s story in more than 70 separate exhibits that combine historic artifacts with the latest in golf interactive technology.  Awaiting golfers are the acclaimed “Slammer and Squire” par-72 championship course, designed by Sam Snead and Gene Sarazen, and the “King and Bear” course, designed by Jack Nicklaus and Arnold Palmer.  The resort’s lodging centerpiece is the 300-room Renaissance Resort at World Golf Village, which adjoins the nearly 70,000-square-foot St. Johns County Convention Center.

Celebrations and Events Galore!
With more than 30 spirited celebrations and events staged annually, there always something special happening in St. Augustine, Ponte Vedra & The Beaches.  Re-enactments are particularly popular and include the annual 16th-century Birthday Celebration for the city;  two pirate raids featuring Robert Searles and Sir Francis Drake; the torchlight Grande Illumination of the 1770s; and numerous .re-creations of 17th century life in a Spanish colonial capital (including daily living history presentations at the Colonial Spanish Quarter).
Each November through January, the city’s spectacular Nights of Lights celebration adds a stunning element of holiday beauty to the historic city with nearly three million twinkling white lights adorning most of downtown St. Augustine and the beaches, including the Bridge of Lions and the palms in Cathedral Plaza.  This glistening spectacle provides a memorable backdrop for a series of impressive and entertaining events including tours of inns and historic homes, candlelight and religious processions, a nighttime regatta of boats decorated for the holidays and a Christmas Parade.  
Whimsical and beachside spectacles vary from spring flings with surfside sports to festivals in the downtown plaza area.  Locals and visitors alike eagerly await events paying homage to the area’s natural resources such as Florida’s Birding and Foto Fest in April and the Summer Sizzler Beach Festival in July.

Each May, golf enthusiasts throughout the world focus their attention on Ponte Vedra – host of THE PLAYERS Championship played on the famous and newly renovated Stadium Course at the TPC at Sawgrass in Ponte Vedra Beach. THE PLAYERS Championship is recognized by PGA TOUR members as "their" championship tournament. It is one of the most coveted titles in professional golf and features the strongest field. Each November, golf’s international spotlight returns to the area for the annual induction of new members into the World Golf Hall of Fame.
A Place To Stay

More than 5,000 guest rooms, suites and villas in historic St. Augustine and along the beaches of Anastasia Island provide perfect lodging for every pocketbook and preference. Ponte Vedra Beach has a long tradition of pampering elite travelers, and offers visitors their choice of world-renowned luxury resorts. From 28 Victorian and Colonial bed and breakfast inns, to seaside condominiums, Five-Diamond luxury resorts, RV parks and state parks for outdoor adventurers, St. Augustine, Ponte Vedra &The Beaches offers a wide array of accommodations for every desire and budget.
About St. Augustine, Ponte Vedra & the Beaches


St. Augustine, the oldest, continuously occupied European settlement in the continental United States, features over 60 historic sites and attractions, national monuments, architecturally rich churches and unspoiled natural settings, all providing a variety of activities for visitors to enjoy.  Ponte Vedra is home to the PGA TOUR and ATP Tour; world-class golf and tennis facilities; award-winning spas; an abundance of boutique shopping; and the finest collection of recreational and social amenities available.  Forty-two miles of unspoiled beaches make this northeast Florida area one of the Sunshine State’s most popular vacation and meeting destinations.
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